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NEW ZEALAND'’S LEADING COMPUTER MAGAZINE

BITS & BYTES

December/January 1986/87 $2.50 (Inc. GST)

‘Hardware: Amstrad’s PC 1512 Intothe 16-bitleague

? Star: updated, versatile

Ergo Macro 88: XT compatibility, speed
and a style of its own

Software: Mace+
Direct Access

Computer hardware — our comprehensive
annual roundup
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HARDWARE ROUNDUP under $5,000

~ HARDWARE SURVEY

| Microcomputers under $5,000

Welcome to another Bits & Bytes roundup of the
latest available personal computers in New Zea-
land. This month we look at machines retailing for
less than $5,000, while more expensive PCs will be
covered in the February and March 1987 issues. prices including GST, others prefer to give the base

The days of gimmickry being the major selling- rate. In other words, check all prices before you
point of microcomputers would appear to be over, buy.
with potential buyers being very much aware of Not all distributors managed to get their survey
quality and performance within a given price range. information in to us before the deadline date, so if
The touch screen and mouse, which everybody there's a gap where you thought you should find a
thought two years ago would take over from the computer, it may well be filled in a future part. Of
keyboard, are still there, but so are the keyboards, course, the gap could also be explained by a particu-
and serious users are opting for the particular lar machine's being outside the range of this, Part 1

Prices quoted should be taken as a guide only.
Fluctuating exchange rates, particularly with the
strengthening yen, can change the price of comput-
ers overnight, and while some distributors quote

operating environment they find most suitable.

of the roundup, so again it should appear later.

COMMODORE 64C COMMODORE 128 AMSTRAD CPC6128
Processor: MOS 8510 Processor: 8502, Z80A Processor: Z80A,4MHz
RAM: 64Kb (38Kb basic RAM: 128Kb RAM: 128Kbintwo 64Kb
available) (50Kb ROM: 48Kb banks
machine code) Keyboard: full size typewriter ROM: 48Kb
ROM: 20Kb qwerty 92 keys, 4 Keyboard: 74 keys Qwerty,
Keyboard: full size typewriter programmable func- numeric cluster
qwerty 62 keys, 4 tion keys, numeric Video: three screen modes
function keys keypad upto 16 colours
Video: Composite monitor Video: 40 column (compo- Resolution: mode 1,320x200
or television as site) and 80 column mode 2, 640 x 200
required (RGB) mode 0, 160 x 200
Resolution: 320x 200 pixels Resolution: 320 x 200 pixels (40 Other
Interfaces: User port with RS column). 640 x 200 components: speaker, colouror
232Cfacilities, ﬂ:el (80 column) green screen
cassette, serial, car- Interfaces: User portwith RS monitor
tridge and 2 joystick 232C facilities, Operating
or light pen ports cassette, serial, car- system: CP/M2.2and CP/M
Disk drives: 1541 (notincluded) tridge and 2 joystick Plus, utilities,
compatible with or light pen ports DR LOGO.
1570and 1571 Disk drives: 1571 (notincluded) Prices: $1495greenscreen,
Operating compatible with $1895 colour, incl
system: Commodore BASIC 1570 and 1541 GST
2.0 Operating
Languages: Logo, Pascaland system: Commodore BASIC
others not included 7.0and2.0.CPM
Optional: Joystick, disk drives, plus V3.0
printers etc Languages: Logo, Pascaland
Price: $595.00 others notincluded
Optional: Joystick, diskdrives,
printers etc
Bundled
software: Demodiskand
CP/M plus V.3 disk
including CP/M
utilities
Price: $995.00
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